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Introduction

nearly everywhere we turn today, we are met with waves of 
advertising promoting products and philosophies that promise 
us a better life. social media offers a better life through greater 
levels of human interconnectedness, retail and marketing offer a 
better life through the options of consumerism, Hollywood offers 
a better life through the escapism of entertainment and fun, and 
some christian prosperity preachers offer a better life through 
the attainment of more and more blessings from god. Which 
promise is correct? Where do we turn in these times of cultural 
stress, political unrest, bloated consumerism, global instabil-
ity, and anemic spirituality? Do our ongoing cultural and social 
revolutions contain the keys to a better life, or are the prosperity 
preachers correct that if we have more faith, god will rain more 
blessings down on our lives? 

This book suggests a different path. Dynamic Living in Des-
perate Times presents some cornerstones that can help us build 
truly dynamic lives amid the personal, cultural, and spiritual angst 
of our times. Through a simple study of the Old testament prophet 
Jeremiah, we can identify an ancient path that can lead to dynamic 
living in any generation. 

There was nothing easy about Jeremiah’s life or times. He 
lived at the end of israel’s monarchy, and throughout his forty-year 
ministry, he watched the decline, corrosion, and the eventual col-
lapse of his beloved city, Jerusalem. yet somehow he managed to 
live in such stark contrast to the demise of the world around him 
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that author and pastor eugene peterson poetically described him 
as a “towering life terrifically lived.”1

Hundreds of years after Jeremiah’s time, Jesus ministered to 
the people of israel amid social and national conditions that were 
equally grim. securely controlled under the iron grip of the ro-
man empire, the people of israel ached for a rescuer who would 
restore their country to its former glory. as Jesus’ ministry gained 
momentum, and speculations about His true identity mounted, 
He asked His followers what the consensus among the populace 
was about Him: “Who do people say the son of man is?” 

They replied, “some say John the Baptist; others say elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”2 it is interest-
ing that out of all of the guesses about Jesus’ identity, the prophet 
Jeremiah was in the top three. There was something about Jesus of 
nazareth that reminded people of the historical figure Jeremiah. 

in his book, The Prophetic Imagination, biblical interpreter 
Walter Brueggemann calls for prophetic ministers today after 
the order of Jeremiah to “evoke a consciousness and perception 
alternative to the consciousness and perception of the dominant 
culture around us.”3 prophets like Jeremiah have always done this. 
They have always proclaimed a greater reality, more vivid and 
alive, than the prevailing culture of a given era. Brueggemann 
pointedly assesses the contemporary american church as “so 
largely enculturated to the american ethos of consumerism that it 
has little power to believe or act.”4 today’s followers of Jesus christ 
must live differently. We must rediscover our prophetic ethos and 
embody life in the kingdom of god as it stands in contrast to the 
dull, passive, consumeristic living of our day. 

Despite the desperation in our personal stories and in our 
world at large today, god has called you and me to dynamic living. 
it won’t look like the fantasy lifestyles promised by our marketers 

1. peterson, Run with the Horses: The Quest For Life At Its Best , 202.
2. matthew 16:13–14
3. Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination, 3. 
4. ibid., 1.
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and advertisers or the touted blessings of the health, wealth, and 
prosperity preachers, it will be vastly superior. 

Dynamic lives are not defined by wealth, accomplishments, 
or notoriety, but rather by an awareness of god’s calling and a 
faithful adherence to that call. in acts 13:36, the Bible says of King 
David that before he died he “served god’s purpose in his own 
generation.” That is dynamic living—serving god’s purpose for 
us in our own generation—and it is that kind of living that will 
bless the world and bring life to our souls. Let’s eschew the shal-
low offers from our many advertisers, and let’s join Jeremiah on an 
ancient path where towering, terrific lives can still be built today. 
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Chapter 1

Your Potential
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD. . .” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Do you ever feel like you are living below your potential? Do 
you ever feel like there is a life that you are supposed to be living, 
but you haven’t quite stepped into it yet? perhaps you are close. 
if your life were an old school radio maybe you are getting more 
than silence, maybe you can hear some static or a warbling ver-
sion of the station you are looking for, but you still haven’t been 
able to fully dial it in. 

Do you ever feel like you are better than what you are living?
early in my parenting, i decided that i wanted to be a fun 

dad. my wife, Jessica, is the quintessential life of the party, and i 
knew i would have to work hard to keep up with her, so i have 
always tried to make jokes and laugh with my daughters. some of 
my humor attempts have been funny but others have been horren-
dous. Once, when madelyn was very small, i made a really terrible 
joke, and she said to me, “Dad, stop that! you’re better than that!”

Do you ever want to tell people, i’m better than this! i’m 
better than what you think i am. i’m better than my grades. i’m 
better than my accomplishments. i’m better than my track record. 
i’m better than the circumstances that currently surround my life. 
Furthermore, in those moments when you realized that you were 
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better on the inside than what you were projecting or living on the 
outside, did you ever set out to improve your life and then find 
it difficult to secure a role model that could show you the way? 
sometimes, it is not as easy as one might think to find positive role 
models today.

Do you remember the scripture passage in ephesians 2:20 
where Jesus is called the “chief cornerstone”? in the ancient world 
of construction, a cornerstone could refer to either a ceremonial 
stone that was placed first as a new foundation was being set, or 
a literal corner stone set in a corner or an arch, that locked walls 
together and enabled the structure to bear weight. in his New 
Testament Commentary, William Hendriksen observes that cor-
nerstones helped determine the shape and strength of the entire 
structure and that “all the other stones must adjust themselves to 
this cornerstone.”1 essentially, a cornerstone was a model, a blue-
print of sorts that helped determine the finished product.

Where are the blueprints for living really great, dynamic lives 
today? Where do we go in today’s changing world for examples of 
terrific living? 

in his book, Run with The Horses, peterson remarked, “The 
puzzle is why so many people live so badly. not so wickedly, but so 
inanely. not so cruelly, but so stupidly. There is little to admire and 
less to imitate in the people who are prominent in our culture.”2 i 
know that is a pretty harsh observation from peterson, but do you 
ever look at our world today and find yourself agreeing with him? 
Do you ever ponder our society and wonder, “How can so many 
people live so far below their potential?” sometimes, we have to 
work pretty hard to rise above some of the mediocrity and stupid-
ity that is around us today. 

For instance, have you watched any television commercials 
recently? if you are like me, you rarely watch real-time television 
programming—you probably stream or pre-record your programs 
and then watch them later without commercial breaks; however, i 

1. Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary: Galatians, Ephesians, Philip-
pians, Colossians, and Philemon, 143.

2. peterson, Run with The Horses, 14.
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recently sat through a thirty-minute program, replete with all of its 
commercial advertising, and i was appalled. i thought, “How stu-
pid do these advertisers think i am?” The commercials were filled 
with cartoons of talking dogs and bloated colons seeking relief, 
and i cringed to think of what one of our great historical figures or 
a visitor from another culture might conclude about us if they only 
had access to our television advertising. 

Celebrity Worship

We live in a unique moment in history when people are obsessed 
with fame and celebrity. in personal conversations with Hollywood 
actors, i have heard that so many people are trying to become fa-
mous today that the days of getting “discovered” are pretty much 
a thing of the past. We used to hear stories about a really beautiful 
woman walking down the street and getting “discovered.” some 
producer would see her from afar and run up to her declaring, 
“you have the perfect face—you must be in my next film.” perhaps 
this kind of discovery still happens from time to time, but with 
waves of people today desperately trying to break into the exciting 
world of celebrity and fame, it has become increasingly rare. 

additionally, amid this yearning for celebrity status, we have 
an interesting phenomenon occurring wherein some people be-
come super famous without doing anything to warrant the fame 
creating celebrities today whose only claim to fame is that they 
are famous! We have Facebook, youtube, and instagram stars, and 
some of our most photographed, followed people are not even ac-
tors, singers, or artists—they are just famous.

sometimes, in a world like ours with our fame and celebrity 
obsession, it can be confusing to know where to go to find blue-
prints for building truly great lives. Where can we go today to find 
the lives that we want to follow? are they in Hollywood? are they 
in professional sports? Or what about politics or business? can 
we look to our politicians for examples of dynamic, high quality 
living? are today’s business leaders inspiring us to live authentic, 
admirable lives? if those areas fail to deliver, how about our clergy 
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members? pastors and church leaders are pretty low on today’s 
totem pole of public opinion. Just twenty years ago pastors ranked 
near the top of the most respected professional vocations; how-
ever, today, fewer than fifty percent of gallup poll respondents 
rank clergy members favorably.3 

so where do we go? if we like being entertained by our favor-
ite celebrities, but we don’t actually want to pattern our lives after 
them, where else can we look? if we love passionately cheering for 
our favorite sports teams but we have to decry much of their fool-
ish off-court behavior where do we turn? if we are increasingly 
disillusioned by our political leaders, disappointed by the greed of 
our business leaders, and suspicious of our spiritual leaders, who 
is left to help us?

it is not as easy of a question as we might think. This year’s 
academy awards presentation will not be giving out Oscars for 
integrity. after the program, no one will be interviewing “the most 
faithful spouses of the year.” no one is going to create a top ten list 
of “the ten best lived lives of the past decade.” so where do we go to 
find some human cornerstones?

How about Scripture?

Of course, the Bible might seem like an obvious suggestion for a 
place to find some quality mentors, and yet sometimes the scrip-
tures can seem confusing and problematic. a woman approached 
me after a recent church service to share a struggle that she was 
having with a section of the Bible. she said, “i just finished reading 
1 samuel, and i am having a really tough time understanding why 
David is viewed as such an amazing man of god.” Then she added, 
“maybe it will make more sense when i get to 2 samuel.” 

When she said that, i thought, “Oh no. in 2 samuel, David 
gets even worse. if she doesn’t see it in 1 samuel, she probably won’t 
find it in 2 samuel either.”

3. Lydia saad, “american’s Faith in Honesty, ethics of police rebounds,” 
Gallup News, December 21, 2015, accessed January 16, 2018, http://news.gal-
lup.com/poll/187874/americans-faith-honesty-ethics-police-rebounds.aspx. 
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i love King David. He is undoubtedly one of my favorite char-
acters in the Bible. But when you read his life for the first time you 
can be shocked to discover how deeply flawed his character was. 
His temper could turn deadly on occasion. He had dozens of wives 
and concubines, and yet despite all of his available wives, he still 
committed adultery and then orchestrated a murder to cover it up!

What about abraham, the father of the nation of israel? He 
lied to a powerful foreign king and said that his wife was merely 
his sister. When the king first saw abraham’s wife, sarah, he was 
smitten with her beauty and tried recruiting her for the royal ha-
rem, and abraham obliged. since abraham wasn’t brave enough 
to say, “she’s with me,” he lied and said, essentially, “she’s not my 
wife—you can have her.” Fortunately, god intervened on their be-
half and chastised the foreign king for his interest in sarah, and 
everything turned out okay in the end. However, that event actu-
ally happened—abraham did that—and sarah his wife had to live 
with that memory of abandonment and betrayal.

tragically, abraham’s son, isaac, ended up doing the exact 
same thing with his wife, rebekah. after that, abraham’s grand-
son, Jacob, grew up and became a liar and a cheater. moses was a 
murderer. The apostle peter was a blasphemer. indeed, at Jesus’ 
lowest moment, when He was on trial for His life, His best friend, 
peter, swore to a group of strangers that he had no idea who Jesus 
even was.

When we look closely at the scriptures we find that the main 
characters in the Bible are disappointingly non-heroic. There is 
a popular passage in Hebrews 11—we call it the heroes’ hall of 
faith—and most of the names listed (like gideon, samson, and 
Jephthah) were not great lives. We would not want our sons to be 
like them and we certainly would not want our daughters to marry 
them.

so, again, where do we go? are there any biblical bright spots 
that can serve as human cornerstones for us? The answer of course 
is, yes! certainly, there are bright spots in every industry and era, 
and the Bible highlights one for us in matthew 16:13–14. When 
Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say the son of man is?” 
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they replied, “some say John the Baptist; others say elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

Jeremiah. That was an interesting suggestion. Jeremiah was 
an Old testament prophet who died more than four hundred 
years before Jesus came on the scene, and yet there must have been 
something about his life and character that caused the people to 
look at Jesus of nazareth and think of Jeremiah. some people even 
thought Jesus was the avatar, the reincarnation, of the Old testa-
ment prophet. 

Jeremiah

We might not think about Jeremiah very often in our twenty-first 
century culture, but the Jewish people of Jesus’ day thought about 
him a lot. He was a powerful figure in their national and religious 
history, and there was something about Jesus that made people 
reminisce about Jeremiah. it may have been similar to what our 
sports commentators do when they compare a new athletic su-
perstar with a similar predecessor. They say things like, “This kid 
is the new LeBron James or Kobe Bryant!” Or “Wow, it looks like 
muhammad ali has come back to us!”

most of us might know a few things about Jeremiah. We 
might know that there is a really big book in the Old testament 
that bears his name (Jeremiah, with fifty-two chapters in it, is the 
longest book in the Bible). We might also know that there are some 
really incredible passages in the book of Jeremiah such as these:

“Before i formed you in the womb i knew you, before you 
were born i set you apart; i appointed you as a prophet to the na-
tions.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

“‘For i know the plans i have for you,’ declares the LOrD, 
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11)

“The LOrD appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘i have loved 
you with an everlasting love; i have drawn you with unfailing 
kindness. i will build you up again, and you, virgin israel, will be 
rebuilt.’” (Jeremiah 31:3–4)
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“This is what the LOrD says, He who made the earth, the 
LOrD who formed it and established it—the LOrD is His name: 
‘call to me and i will answer you and tell you great and unsearch-
able things you do not know.’” (Jeremiah 33:2–3)

aren’t these incredible promises? all of our Old testament 
books contain similar sentiment, but sometimes it is difficult to 
find it. Often, these passages are buried inside long, descriptive sec-
tions about ancient countries and kings, and sometimes in those 
prophecy books god seems contradictory; sometimes, He sounds 
like a gentle parent, pleading with His children, and at other times 
He sounds like a judge, decreeing swift judgment. consequently, 
most of us who take our relationship with scripture seriously have 
a somewhat complicated relationship with Jeremiah, as well as 
isaiah and ezekiel and the other prophets: we love parts of those 
books, but we are confused by other parts. We get bored to tears in 
some sections, but then we are occasionally surprised by a brilliant 
ray of inspiration, like Jeremiah 29:11 where god says, essentially, 
“guess what? i know the plans i have for you—and they are good!”

Through the pages of this book, i would like to extract some 
inspiration from the book of Jeremiah that we can apply to our 
own lives today. The book of Jeremiah is actually a book for our 
times. The details surrounding the state of israel in Jeremiah’s life 
are eerily prophetic for our times, and amid those desperate, dan-
gerous times, Jeremiah stands as a cornerstone. He is a blueprint 
that shows us how to live maximized, dynamic lives in the middle 
of desperate times. 

peterson called Jeremiah “a towering life terrifically lived”4 
and that description touches something deep within the human 
soul. We were created for towering, terrific living. We yearn to live 
dynamic lives that tower above the chaos and mediocrity of our 
modern world. We want to maximize our potential and conclude 
our lives with such significance that the people who gather at our 
memorial services will gratefully and tearfully say, “This was a 
great life—maybe not a famous life or an instagram celebrity life—
but a well-lived life.” 

4. peterson, Run with the Horses, 202.
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in the 1998 cinematic Cinderella remake, Ever After, the nar-
rator concludes the movie with the words, “and while cinderella 
and her prince did live happily ever after, the point, gentlemen, is 
that they lived.”5 Jeremiah shows us how to live. He shows us how 
to live dynamically, discerning and following a calling from god, 
in the middle of crumbling, controversial times. Whether you are 
young or old, single or married, a student or a professional or cur-
rently unemployed, Jeremiah can show you how to capture a clear 
vision for a dynamic, towering life. Whether you are happy with 
today’s political and cultural landscape or clinching your teeth in 
anxiety, Jeremiah can show you how to fulfill god’s purpose for 
you today.

Run with the Horses

Here is one of the big ideas from this study of Jeremiah’s life: dy-
namic living occurs in the middle of tough times. towering lives do 
not get terrifically lived in the absence of difficulty, but rather in 
the middle of it. it isn’t easy to do. towering, dynamic living does 
not happen casually or without struggle. indeed, Jeremiah strug-
gled so much that history has dubbed him the weeping prophet.6 
He had moments of such outrage and disillusionment that he ac-
cused and raged at god, asserting that god had deceived him.7 He 
is believed to be the author of the book of Lamentations, a book 
devoted almost exclusively to weeping and mourning over Jerusa-
lem’s capture and exile. it is interesting, though, that despite those 
low moments god never pulled Jeremiah out of the struggle. He 
did not let him quit and pursue an easier calling; He actually told 
Jeremiah to run faster. 

Listen to Jeremiah’s complaint in Jeremiah 12:1–5. He said: 

5. Ever After. Film. Directed by andy tennant. Los angeles: twentieth 
century Fox, 1998.

6. Halley, Halley’s Bible Handbook, 311.
7. Jeremiah 20:7
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you are always righteous, LOrD, when i bring a case 
before you. yet i would speak with you about your jus-
tice: Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do 
all the faithless live at ease? you have planted them and 
they have taken root; they grow and bear fruit. you are 
always on their lips but far from their hearts. yet you 
know me, LOrD; you see me and test my thoughts about 
you. . .How long will the land lie parched and the grass in 
every field be withered? Because those who live in it are 
wicked, the animals and birds have perished. moreover, 
the people are saying, “He will not see what happens to 
us.”

now listen to god’s reply in verse 5. god spoke to the dis-
traught prophet: “if you have raced with men on foot and they have 
worn you out, how can you compete with horses? if you stumble in 
safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?”

seriously? What kind of response is that? 
“god, help me, i’m about to faint!”
“run faster, son.”
“god, i’m not joking—i’m sinking here, about to go down for 

the count.”
“i know. and if you can’t bear up in these preliminary races, 

how will you manage in the championship rounds? if you are go-
ing under in the shallow end of the pool, how will you swim with 
me all the way to catalina island? Jeremiah, you are falling down 
in safe country, but what i really want you to do is run with me into 
the thickets by the Jordan.” it is worth observing that the “thickets 
by the Jordan” were known to be lion country. Jeremiah 49:19 talks 
about lions “coming up from Jordan’s thickets” and Zechariah 11:3 
said that the lush thicket of the Jordan was ruined due to the “roar 
of the lions” therein. 

at first, god’s response to Jeremiah sounds indifferent to Jer-
emiah’s struggle, but as we continue pondering it we realize that 
god wasn’t being indifferent or unkind. rather, He was training a 
champion. He was saying in essence, “Jeremiah, you aren’t the first 
prophet to want to quit. elijah wanted to quit running even after i 
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helped him outrun ahab’s chariot.8 elijah ran with the horses, and, 
Jeremiah, you will too. There is a faster lane for you to run in, and 
the life you have always been looking for is hidden there.”

i would like to extract three things from this passage and ap-
ply them to your life. First, god believes in you. He thinks you 
can run in whatever place He calls you to. second, god believes 
in Himself. if you do fall down in the race, He is convinced that 
He can get you up and running again. One of my mother-in-law’s 
favorite inspirational quotes says, “i steadier step when i recall that 
if i slip, thou dost not fall.” Third, there is a faster lane for you to 
run in. if you are tired today, if you are sick of running, or if you 
want to quit, i am so sorry and i empathize. However, you have to 
keep on running. god does not have a white surrender flag for you 
to run up the flagpole. rather, He has a message for you: “change 
to a faster heat. slide over to a faster lane. There is more for you!”

god’s question to Jeremiah hangs in the atmosphere through-
out every generation, waiting for someone to answer it: “What is it 
you really want? to shuffle along with the crowd, or run with the 
horses? Do you want to live a forgettable life or a towering one, a 
flimsy life or a dynamic one?”

There are two ways that we can define humanity: minimally 
or maximally. minimally, we are nothing more than “featherless 
bipeds.”9 That’s how plato described a human, and from a mini-
malist perspective it is true. However, maximally speaking, it is a 
different story. The scriptures say that we are “a little lower than 
god.”10 so, do you want to live minimally or maximally? and 
please note that if you are so exhausted by life that you really 
don’t care about maximal living, it doesn’t get much easier when 
we settle for a slower heat. Jeremiah was losing in his race against 
footmen. He couldn’t even keep up when he was living minimally. 
in fact, it might even be more difficult for us to live minimally 
than maximally because something dies in the human soul when 

8. see 1 Kings 18:46
9. Desmond, Being and the Between: Political Theory in the American Acad-

emy, 106.
10. psalm 8:5 nasB
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we sell out or settle for second best. We are going to be tired either 
way, so we may as well step up and go for it. We may as well live 
maximally and dynamically, trusting god to sustain us along the 
way. We may as well step up and run with the horses and see where 
the race eventually takes us. 

Dynamic lives:

1. run in a faster heat.

Questions for Discussion

•	 Where do you typically turn when you are looking for a role 
model to show you the way?

•	 Who are some of your most significant role models (living or 
deceased)?

•	 When Jeremiah was already fainting from exhaustion, why 
would god tell him to step up and run faster?

•	 Despite Jeremiah’s internal and external challenges, god 
called him to run with the horses—where do you sense god 
calling you to run faster? 

•	 What would it look like for you to live “maximally” rather 
than “minimally”?



12

Chapter 2

Your Word
“The word of the LORD came to me saying. . .” (Jeremiah 1:4)

edgar allan poe once remarked that a book is not worth 
reading if it does not grip the reader from the opening sentence. 
Unfortunately, Jeremiah lived too soon to hear poe’s advice. at 
first glance, the book of Jeremiah is anything but gripping. it be-
gins with Jeremiah’s authorial introduction and then a short list 
of israeli kings punctuated by a brief historical notation: 

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests 
at anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. The word of the 
LOrD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of Josiah son of amon king of Judah, and through the 
reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to 
the fifth month of the eleventh year of Zedekiah son of 
Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went 
into exile. (Jeremiah 1:1–3)

This is a very tedious introduction, not nearly as exciting as 
poe’s opening lines in “The raven” or “The Fall of the House of 
Usher.” even if we care about Jeremiah’s hometown or we have 
an interest in the genealogies of israel’s final kings, these opening 
verses certainly don’t grip us by the collar and make us desperate 
to read more. We don’t skim these opening sentences and exclaim, 
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“Oh my god—Hilkiah and anathoth and Zedekiah! What comes 
next? i can’t put this down! i think i’ll read the whole book in 
one sitting.” When we get to Jeremiah, most of us don’t know—or 
care—where “anathoth in the territory of Benjamin” is and most 
of us are a bit fuzzy when it comes to israel’s succession of kings.

We think, “Who was Josiah again? He was one of the good 
kings, right? Who was amon? Who were Jehoiakim and Zedekiah 
again? Oh wait, the exile. i know that one! That’s when they were 
conquered by King nebuchadnezzar and carried into captivity in 
Babylon, right? That’s when Jerusalem was conquered, broken, and 
burned, and Daniel and his three friends were captured.”

However, there is actually something powerful being com-
municated in the opening words of Jeremiah’s book, and if we can 
dip just a little bit below the surface, we might indeed find that 
this introduction does grip us and inspire us to read on. Jeremiah’s 
introduction highlights a simple but powerful truth: God commu-
nicates with His people and He never stops communicating. 

Jeremiah’s opening words tell us that the word of the Lord 
came to Jeremiah when he was a very young man, during the reign 
of the good king Josiah. Josiah was possibly the best king that is-
rael ever had, as 2 chronicles 34:1–3 explains: 

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and 
he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. He did what 
was right in the eyes of the LOrD and followed the ways 
of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to 
the left. in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still 
young, he began to seek the god of his father David. in 
his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem 
of high places, asherah poles and idols.

That is remarkable! at sixteen, Josiah began to personally 
seek god, and at twenty, he launched a campaign to reform the 
country and bring israel back to god. it was in the first year of that 
campaign that “the word of the LOrD came to Jeremiah” for the 
first time.

The opening text goes on to say that the word of the Lord also 
came to Jeremiah during the reigns of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, 
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“when the people of Jerusalem went into exile” (Jeremiah 1:2–3). 
Unfortunately, those final words are tragic ones, because even 
though Josiah was an amazing king who initiated some remarkable 
religious reforms, the country was too far gone by the time he as-
cended the throne. it had already crested the top of the proverbial 
waterfall and even though Josiah slowed its decline and destruc-
tion, it was too late. it was on a fast track for disintegration, and 
that is when King Jehoiakim came on the scene. Where Josiah was 
the inspired beginning of Jeremiah’s story, Jehoiakim was the vil-
lain of the story. Jehoiakim hated Jeremiah. He constantly resisted 
Jeremiah’s teachings and prophecies, and he ultimately led israel to 
the brink of ruin. He had the dubious distinction of overseeing the 
ultimate collapse of the nation.

King Zedekiah—the final king listed in the introduction to 
the book of Jeremiah—was not evil like Jehoiakim; he was simply 
weak and wishy-washy, which can sometimes be almost as frus-
trating. He liked Jeremiah, and he often summoned him to ask for 
his counsel, but he seldom ever did what Jeremiah said. This was 
partly due to Jeremiah’s lack of popularity—Jeremiah was always 
a lone voice speaking out against the current tide of the culture 
(towering, dynamic lives are seldom popular or glamorous), and 
Zedekiah usually preferred going along with the popular majority.

Ultimately, israel was broken, conquered by Babylon, and 
swept into a seventy-year exile, followed by several centuries of 
desolation and oppression; however, please notice the common 
denominator in Jeremiah’s story throughout the accounts of those 
various kings. From the good king Josiah to the villainous king 
Jehoiakim to the weak king Zedekiah, the word of the Lord kept 
visiting Jeremiah. “The word of the LOrD came to him in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah. .  .and through the reign of 
Jehoiakim. . .down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of Ze-
dekiah. . .when the people of Jerusalem went into exile” (Jeremiah 
1:2–3). 

For forty years, from Jeremiah’s initial calling in his youth to 
the collapse of the nation of israel, the word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah. god used a word to launch Jeremiah’s ministry at the 
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beginning, and then at the end of the story when everything was 
collapsing around Jeremiah, god was still speaking to him. as 
Brueggemann has stated, god is “not the majestic, unmoved Lord 
but rather the one with the passion who knows and shares in the 
anguish of the brother and sister.”1 god never fails to speak to His 
people. 

Throughout all of the highs and lows of spiritual renewal and 
decline, god spoke to israel. even when they refused to listen to 
Him and were overcome and swept into captivity, god continued 
reaching out to them through His prophets. When the nation went 
into exile, god raised up prophets like ezekiel, and He immedi-
ately began speaking to them again. Here is truth: god will never 
stop reaching out to His loved ones; He will never stop reaching 
out to you. even when it appears that you or the people you love 
have failed too badly or have drifted too far from Him, god’s word 
never stops chasing you. you have not been left alone; you and 
your loved ones are being pursued, tracked down by the word of 
the Lord. Dynamic living begins when we hear and respond to 
that word.

Do You Have a Word Yet?

at this point in your personal story are you able to identify a guid-
ing word that god has spoken over your life? are you confident 
that you have truly heard from the Lord? consider this sentiment 
from Dallas Willard. He wrote: “Hearing god? a daring idea, 
some would say—presumptuous and even dangerous. But what if 
we were made for it? What if the human system simply will not 
function properly without it?”2 He continues, “isn’t it more pre-
sumptuous and dangerous, in fact, to undertake human existence 
without hearing god?”3

1. Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination, 92. 
2. Willard, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with 

God, 11.
3. ibid., 11.
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god has a word for our human existence, and any of us who 
would live dynamically must discover what that word is. Jesus 
stated that, “man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of god” (matthew 4:4). truly dynam-
ic, towering lives are not exclusively human; they possess a touch 
of the divine in them. They carry the life and freshness of a word 
from god, and they embody a beautiful, and sometimes messy, 
blend of both the earthly and the divine. 

i hope you are chasing more than your own human dreams 
for your life. i hope you are not just following man’s best wisdom or 
advice for living, rather, i hope you have touched something tran-
scendent and divine. although we human beings are remarkable 
creatures with staggering ability to discover, create, and design, we 
were made for more than what we can accomplish through our 
own efforts. Dynamic lives stand tall amid shaky times when they 
receive and respond to a word from god, working that word into 
the very essence of their nature and identity.

The opening words of Jeremiah’s book express this blending 
of the human and the divine: the words in his book were god’s 
words but they were Jeremiah’s words too. Jeremiah was doing 
the talking but god was the one who was actually speaking. “The 
words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah. . .the word of the LOrD came to 
him” (Jeremiah 1:1–2).

This is true of the Bible in general. it is a human book, writ-
ten, assembled, and prepared by humans, but it is also divine. The 
human authors did not go into trances and lose their personalities 
when they received their revelations from god. nor did the Bible 
drop down out of heaven pre-written and prepared. god used 
humans, like moses, David, and Baruch (Jeremiah’s assistant), to 
shape it and give it context, and each of their unique personali-
ties is expressed amid its divine content. Dynamic lives embody 
a merger between the human and the divine, as human beings 
receive and respond to a word from god.
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The Three Lights of Divine Guidance

if you need encouragement regarding your ability to receive a word 
from god, consider a simple thought and starting point from F.B. 
meyer, a famous London pastor in the nineteenth century. meyer 
was instrumental in introducing much of the english-speaking 
world to an understanding of the deeper life of christ and the abil-
ity to perceive His personal guidance, and in his classic book, The 
Secret of Guidance, he wrote about the three lights of divine guid-
ance: the inner prompting of the Holy spirit, god’s word as re-
vealed in the Bible, and the confirmation of outside circumstances 
and events. He wrote, “god’s impressions within and His Word 
without are always corroborated by His providence around, and 
we should quietly wait until these three focus into one point.”4 He 
continued:

sometimes (we) sigh for an angel to come to point the 
way (but) the time has not come for (us) to move. if you 
do not know what you ought to do, stand still until you 
do. and when the time comes for action, circumstances, 
like glowworms, will sparkle along your path. you will 
become so sure that you are right, when god’s three 
witnesses concur, that you could not be surer though an 
angel beckoned you on.5

When these three lights converge, when the still, small voice 
of the Holy spirit within us converges with scriptural truth and 
outside confirmations, our confidence and peace will radically in-
crease. meyer observed, “so much of our power and peace consist 
in knowing where god would have us be and in just being there.6 

A Fourth Light: Your Community

Ultimately, the word of the Lord to us will also be confirmed by 
others. granted, there may be times in our lives when we must 

4. Fmeyer, The Secret of Guidance, 28.
5. ibid., 29.
6. ibid., 19. 
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obey god’s leading, even if other people think we are wrong; how-
ever, as a rule, god’s work and calling in our lives will be confirmed 
by our community. When the apostles wrote some instructions to 
the gentile believers in acts 15:28 they said, “it seemed good to 
the Holy spirit and to us (emphasis added).” They did not say, “it 
seemed good to the Holy spirit and to James or peter or John.” 
god’s word was confirmed by His people. 

additionally, when paul and Barnabas were sent out from 
antioch to preach to the known world, their commissioning oc-
curred in a communal context as well. acts 13:1–2 tells us, “now 
in the church at antioch there were prophets and teachers. . .while 
they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy spirit, said, 
‘set apart for me Barnabas and saul for the work to which i have 
called them.’” god most definitely speaks to us individually, but 
His word in our lives will also be attested to and confirmed by our 
community.

god has a word for us, regardless of who happens to be sit-
ting on the throne in a given moment in time. Whether the good 
king Josiah is on the throne or whether villains are in control, dy-
namic lives persist in seeking god’s voice and responding to what 
He says. as they do, they discover the powerful truth that with 
god hope is never lost, not even when Jerusalem falls and Babylon 
wins the day.

several centuries after King Zedekiah oversaw the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, Jesus christ began His ministry, and He asked 
His followers what people were saying about Him. He asked, “Who 
do people say the son of man is” (matthew 16:13)? 

They replied, “some say John the Baptist; others say elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets” (matthew 16:14). 

Why would they think that? Why would some people con-
clude that the miracle-working carpenter from nazareth was the 
reincarnation of the prophet Jeremiah? Because Jeremiah’s story 
was a history of the unfailing word of god to His people, and in 
Jesus, god was speaking again.

so, what is your word? What has god spoken to you through-
out the different seasons of your life? What did He say to you when 
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you were young and things were good? What did He say during 
the desert seasons you have experienced? What is He saying now, 
about your family, about your future, about you? What has your 
community helped you discern?

if your initial, visceral response is, “i have no idea. i have no 
clue. i don’t know if god has ever spoken to me,” please slow down, 
lean in, and listen. god does have a word for you, and if you want 
it, He will enable you to hear it. Dynamic living occurs as we hear 
god’s message and move in greater sync with what He is saying. 

Dynamic lives:

1. run in a faster heat.

2. are fueled and sustained by a word from god.

Questions for Discussion

•	 How confident are you in your ability to hear from god?

•	 Do you have a life word—a big picture, guiding word from 
god for your life?

•	 is it easy or difficult for you to sense the still, small voice of 
the Holy spirit within you? 

•	 Of F.B. meyer’s “three lights of divine guidance,” which of the 
three is the most challenging for you to perceive?




